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watch KTLA's 10 p.n.
news when I can.

Not because it's a good
newscast. It lsn't, unless
you think gorging on erime

polishes your intellect. And not
because I look forward to Hal
Fishman's stuffed-shirt com-
mentaries or Mindy Burbano's
glddy entertainment dish. I
don't, unless dying for a laugh.
No, I'watch K'TLA to find out
what my favorite paper, the Los

Angeles Times, is writing about

‘me%ﬂesmpa;tn...'

“A congressional official told

The Times. .. "

“That's the very latest from
the news desk here at the Los
Angeles Times "

From his lips to your ears.

On the sereen is Ron Olsen, a
KTLA veteran who s that rare
specialist on a news staff of pop-
in, pop-out generalists, His spe-
clalty — the culmination of his
seasoning and expertise after

years in the business — is
the front page of The Times..
From his permanent, camera-
ready position inside the paper’s

does supply ﬁmlpp&ta ~ albeit -
without context — that his sta-

tion could not acquire on its
own. It hasn't the talent or the
inelination.

Mostly, though, he functions
as an advertizsement for this pa-
per. As a Tribune stockholder,
I'm thrilled. As a concerned me-
dia observer, I'm not.

Mow, think about it. Like
other stations in town, KTTA

where critical declsions about
California are made and ery out
for close serutiny and smart

But It's got a guy at The
Times, Because he doesn't have
to hop a plane to get there?
Yeah, maybe, But mostly be-
cause KTLA and The Times are
bath owned by my favorite me-
dia corporation, the beloved
Tribune Co.

Just as Los Angeles stations
KTTV and KCOP are owned by
News Corp., and Viacom Inc,
now owns KCBS and KCAL, for-
mer competitors that not only
share news staffs and news sto-
ries, but advertize each otherin

their newscasts. As in KCBS an-
chor Harold Greene crowing on
KCAL about his own newscast;
“Those stories and more just -
minutes away on CB82 news.”

TIsn't deregulation great? And

don't we need more of it?

I mention this now because
we may be at a critical cross-
roads on this issue. Led by its
chairman, Michael K. Powell,
the Federal Communications
Commission is expected to vote

“June 2 to loosen rules governing

media cross-ownership.
Bad idea. Terrible idea.
Tribune and bigger media

grounds that these regulations,

impoged in an earlier, guainter

communications era, ignore the -

wider spectrum of cholees now
available through cable and the
Internet. Yet this is largely a
phantom rainbow, for these new

regulations. -

All vight, vou're vawning. It's .
diry stuff. ¥You're as under-
whelmed as when Fishman's
commentaries remind you of
Beethoven's Fifth played on a
xylophone.

- But this must be stopped.

Expected to fall is a rule bar-
ring a single company from owrl-
ing TV stations that reach more
than 35% of 1.8, households.
That would rise to 45%, meaning
that glant networlks would be
able to scoop up more stations,
and in doing so potentially limit
loeal eontrol of programming.
That centralized iron fist should
worry you whether you're liberal
or conservative or someone in
between.

Immediately benefiting
waould be Viacom (owner of CBS,
MTV and UPN) and News Corp.
{owner of Fox and its minions),
Although mergers have left

“them above the 35% limit, they

have walvers while the FCC re-

cast stations (as in Tribune

owning The Times and KTLA
because it, too, has an FCC
waiver, as does News Corp. to
own the New York Post) in all
but the smallest of markets.

In addition, another reported
proposal would allow 8 company
to own more than one station in
amarket, as Viacom and News
Corp, do here, and up to three in
the nation's largest markets.
That means, presumably, that
Tribune would be able to own
not only The Times and KTLA
bt two additional TV stations
in Los Angeles, raising the pros-

* pect of Olsen, our man in the

newsroom, speakingto LA
from a trio of stations instead of
Just one,

If these proposals come
through, as anticipated, adoor
will swing open to allow more
unhealthy consolidation, and
the LA, duopolies cited above
would be in stone, as would be
an NBC triopoly under a walver
it has here to own KNBC and
Elpnnlnhlaanehmundn

pendsntwmmnmandm
tertainment, Meaning less com-
petition and fewer options for

information.

It's true that what we have
now is often unreliable, a fact
underlined by tag-along TV's
generally feclkless, ever-manipu-
lated, go-with-the-flow, yassah-
Mr. President coverage of the
war in Iraq and its aftermath.
Everyone would profit if the
quality of today’s journalism
were higher,

Diverse media, however im-
'pnmet are essential to us all,

Ithwellandhluameuhold
gway on these proposed revi-
slons, America will find itself
walking a perilous high wire
from which its democracy may
someday topple. This is not hys-
teria, it's what may happen.

Canwe in the mediabe
counted on to act responsibly
with so many masters to serve?

Another daily I subseribe to
18 the Ventura County Star, a
paper with many good qualities,
Curiously, though, it runs news
stories and columns about ca-
ble's Home & Garden Televi-
sion, in addition to giving special
prominence to HGTV and Food
Network programs in its TV
highlights on a daily basis, If
you're wondering why, one pos-
sibility is that HGTV and the
Food Network are distributed
by BE.W. Seripps Co., the same
eompany that publishes the
Ventura County Star.

Meanwhile, be sure and catch
the best of the Los Angeles
Times on KTLA.

Howard Rosenbergs column
appears Mondaps and Fridays,
He can be contacted al
howeard. rosenbergalatines.
COom «
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Tart antidote to TV news

Johnson, from Page Ei ]

vorld Bank, the International
fonetary Fund, Newt Gingrich,
‘&b Bush, the Rev, Pat Robert-
on, Bill Clinton, NAFTA and
Val-Mart among many, many
ither targets.

He disgects California's bo-
fus “energy crisis" of two years
Ago, probes the political back-
irop to the Enron scandal —
‘Enronwas the Hosemary's baby
af the frightening coupling of de-
regulation and cash,”
he writes — lays out the Lrou-
bling details of the so-called cash
for access scandal that rocked
British Prime Minister Tony
Blalr's administration, and lam-

bastes globalization apostles

who preach the overnight con:
version of Third World econo-
mies without ' regard for the
short-term sochal costs,

Peter Osnos, publisher and
chifef executive of PublicAfTairs, a
New York publishing company,
believes that “The Best Demoe-
racy Money CanBuy,” which was

originally printed in hardeover in
Britain, belongs to a relatively
recent wave of  (n-your-face
books about polities that ap-
peals primarily to a lberal-pro-
gressive readership, including
Michael Moore's “Btupid White
Men” and Al Franken's “Rush
Limbaugh Is a Big Fat Idiot and

that the left has generally felt

xrigntmus the debate, the better.”
Since its Feb, 25 paperback
publication tn the United States,
“The Best Democracy Money
Can Buy” hag sold more than
100,000 coples, with total world-
wide sales of around 200,000
Last week, it was No. 2 on the
Mew York Times' paperback
bhestseller list and No. 3 on the
San Francisco Chronicle's. In
March, it Fose ta No, 4 on the Los
Angeles Times' paperback list.
This, desplte the fact that it has
yet to receive & book review in a
major U.8. newspaper, Instead,
sales have grown through word
of mouth, and the book has re-
eolved aboost by being offered as
a donor premium n a number of
independent-radio fund-raising
drives, says Palast’s organizer,
Inalloward,
Palast's ability to make sense
of stacks of dense financial data
earned him a reputation for dog-
gedness (he holds an MBA from
the University of Chicago). His
caustie, analytical prose eamed
him a byline. These days, he
makes hig living as an investiga-
tive reporter for the BBC, prea-
tige London newspapers like the
Guardian and the Observer and
a handful of left-progressive U.B,
magazines such as Harper's and
the Nation. Able to dish out, as
well as receive, Lough opinions —
you should see his é-mall seme-
time — he appears to thrive on

Lawaence K. Ho Los degeles Hmu
PHILOSBOPHY: Greg Palast
Sollows “the information line.”

Britain's rough-and-tumble
journalistic culfure, “I sbmply
cannol. write in that solemn,
straightforward style,” he says.

In his new book's most publi-
cized chapter, “Jim Crow in Cy-
berspace,” Palast reconstructs a
story that he first broke a few
weeks afver the 2000 presidential
clection, After sifting through
reams of voler rolls and other
docurnents, he asserted that
Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida and his
secretary of state, Katherine
Harrig, had ordered local elec-
tion supervisors to purge tens of
thousands of mostly black, La-
tino and poor white voters from
state wotlng reglstries, osten-
sibly because they were felons.

Palast wrote that state of-
cials knew, or should have
known, that those lsts were
highly inaceuraie — &mong
those Incorrectly named as a
felon was a county election su-
pervisor., The resulting disen-
franchisement of thousands of
Florida voters, he maintains,
may have cost Al Gore the elee-
tion. Harrls later responded that
Palast’s reporting “distorts and
misrepresents the events” in
guestion “to support his twisted
;:;d maniacally partisan conclu-

ns.”

The story first aired on the
BBC and ran in the Guardian,
then was picked up by Balon, the
Internet journal, A condensed
vergion also appeared months
later in the Washington Post and
Harper's, But apart from a few
U.8. newspaper columnists who
praised it, Palast's reporting
barely caused a ripple west of the
British Isles. Palast thinks he
knows why. "There’s basically
oneviewpoint in Amerien today,*
he says, “pro-market, pro-free
trade, limited government and
definitely pro-globalization.”

Yet Palast, 60, says he's “not
following the left line, I'm follow-
ing the information line.” He
points out that his book has
many unflattering things to say
About the Clintons and Gore. His

1=ta

journalistic style, he says, lat!:nlet
‘er rip, regardless of whose sa-

‘cred cow gets flayed. He'll admit
© to one animus, though: “T'm

driven by a lot of resentiment, I'
say that straight up. My daddy
wasn't Bush or Bin Laden or
Kennedy.” .

Not belng a fortunate son, Fa-
last earned scholarships to at-
tend college, passing through
San Fernando Valley State Col-
lege (now Cal State Northridge)
and UCLA en route to the Uni-
versity of Chicago. There he did
postgraduate work with Milton
Friedman, whose supply-side
economic theories inspired the
rise of Thatcherism and Reagan-
omics. “What's the point in talk-
ing with some lefty Marxist egg-
head with a beard who doesn't
have any information?” Palast
asks, explaining why he chose to
study with a conservative oracle
like Frisdman.

But while he was boning up
on neo-lalssez-faire doctrine, Pa-
last also was working “under-
ecover" for the United Eleetrical
Workers Union and the steel-
workers, examining eorporate
account books and arcane finan-
cial codes. He investigated eost
overruns at the Shoreham nu-
clear power plant on Long Island
and the rupture of the Exxon
Valdez oil tanker in 1989, on be-
half of the indigenous Chugach
people who [bved along Prince
Willlam Sound, He also took a
Jobwith Union Assoclates, a New
York  company  monitoring
white-collar fraud, and began
writing op-ed pleces and feeding
story ideas to reporters, When he
concluded that many of the re-
porters wers either too faing-
hearted or inept to follow up, he
decided to become a mll-ﬂme
Jourpalist himself,

Palast believes the U.8. me-
dia have largely given up
tough guestions and making ;
cials sguirm in faver utremﬂtlng
government press releases and
swallowing  press-conference
pabulum — with disagtrous con-
sequences for democracy at
home and soclal justice abroad.
When the British media beck-
oned to him a few years ago, he
made the jump to London, up-
rooting Linda, his wife of 26
years, and the couple's now 6
year-old twins, The family re-
cently returned to New York, in
part, Palast says, because his
kids were starting to get "those
‘Upstatrs, Downstairs’ accents.”

How Palast's own re-aeclima-
thnta&meﬂmwiﬂnoh
question. Currently, he .
ing with the Southern Chmtj.!n
Leadership Conference
Martin Luther King 11 to ]‘.lﬂl-
tion the federal government {o
implement. voting reforms, | in
line with the U 8, Commissionan
Civil Rights® scathing criticque of
Florida's 2000 presidential eleg-
tion balloting. He's also putting
together a fllm about the Bu;h
family for the BBC,

“BBC doesn't care if 1 hwe
teeth or hair,” he says, laughing.
“My hope is to get back into
Amerfea, but [ can't imagine do-
ing this stuft 1 certainly can't
imagine wearing a entp&lt nmﬂ;l,
heud 2
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his is a gross scandal. The
Center for Public Integrity

; SI}A as a stunning study out on the

oncentration of ownershipin
elecommunications. The even
nore stunning news is that the
Federal Communications
commission, which theoretically
cepresents you and me, is about
malke all of it even worse,
And hehmdthubett‘ayﬂof

tc-\'hmu ploy, on a grand scale.

The Public Integrity people
examined the travel records of
FCC employees and found that
they have accepted 2,500 trips,
costing nearly $2 8 million over
the past eight vears, paid for by
the telecommunications and
broadeast industries, which are,
theoretically, “regulated” by
the FCC. The industry-paid
travel is ontop of about $2
million a yearin official travel
paid for by taxpayers.

According to the center, FOC
commissioners and agency
staffers attended hundreds of
conventions, conferences and
ather events all over the world,
including Paris, Hong Kong and
Rio de Janeiro. They were put up
at luxury hotels such asthe
Bellagioin Las Vepas and ferried
about by limo, Vegas was the top
destination —330 trips — New
Orleans second with 173, then
Mew Vork at 102 and London with
98 trips. Why London, vou may

 ask. Well, do ask.

Sohere’s the result of our

companies control 83 percent of
home telephone lines. The two
top long-distance carriers
control 67 percent of that
market, The four bigrest
cellular phone companies have
64 percent m’l:hewire‘l'esa

Commentary
+

i ag :
Those who work at captive
agencies come Lo identify with
theirindustry and believe their
function is to service it, nol
regulate it,

The center, www.publici.org,
also found that the FCC
inereasingly relies on industry-
generated datato justify

sweeping
proposals, Great, it doesn't even

is about to pass yet another
giveaway to the country’s biggest
média conglomerates. There will
be another enormous wave of
media consolidation. Today, the
FCC will vote to end rules on
multiple ownership.

The big players are Rupert
Murdoch's News Corp [Fox,
General Electric/NBC,
Viacom/CBS, Disney/ABC and
the Tribune Corp. You will
notice that television is not
giving this story, with its
enormous impact, any coverage
atall, and many newspapers
have done no better,

These are public airwaves,
They are owned by us, we the
PEOFIE. Neil Hiekey reports in

ng Storm Over
Me-:llaﬂwnershlp" that at
public hearings all over the
country, there has been a huge
outpouring of public oncam
and apxiety about w
happ More an.dmura

003

]:lhonulgur faxing the
But why should you
Espemajb'lfﬂle)"renntmh
pay attention?

Liook at what's already
happened to radio. Many of the
stations you listentowillnot
break into their programmingto -
tell you if a tornado 1s headed
directly for your town, or to
warn you ifthere's a flash Nood
onthe west side or that a toxic
chemical truck has turned over
nearyou, That's because there
isnoone at your radio station,

You think it’s a local station
because a voiee with your locul
regional aceent announces the
county fair attractions for next
weekend and such. But that
voice is an actress in Log
Angeles. She reads the
announcement there, and then
itis inserted digitally into the
programming, which is the same
across the country — generie
rock, oldies, country, whatever.

When vouget this degree of
concentration in the news media,
the idea of a free press becomes a
joke. Liberals and conservatives
have a common interest in i
preventing media conglomerates |
from getting even bigger. We must |
keep independent voices alive,

This is worth raising hell, Call
YOUr congressperson, too,
because, even at captive
agencies, when the pols who
write the budgets speal, the
agencies listen, And the pols
listen when the people get
stirred up enough, Let’s see a
little citizenly responsibility
from all you patriots out there,

Molly Ivins is a syndicated |
columnist based in Austin, Texas,

02-277
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